
W
e all have a 
friend whose 
dream is to open 
a restaurant. 
Alas, no funds! 

But in the country’s startup 
hub, following a passion no 
longer requires a big fat 
investment. Today, entrepre-
neurship can be started in 
one’s garage — or in this 
case, your kitchen.

RedCooker.com is that 
friend’s dream-come-true. A 
cooking enthusiast only 
needs to sign up on this app, 
put up dishes they want to 
cook on a certain date and 
then wait for customers to 
place their order. This three-
month-old startup — a 
meeting place for chefs and 
foodies — also handles 
delivery.

Rakesh Ganjoo, 42, runs 
Sangama Softwares, which 
does IT consultation and 
freelance work for global cli-
ents. “I am a Kashmiri, so 
I’m an expert in the Valley’s 
cuisine,” he says.

Ganjoo is not a trained 
chef. He started experim-
enting back in 1992 as an 
engineering student in 
Davangere. “In my college 
days, I would try new dishes 
at the mess. It started out as 
a need to have food of our 
choice, but eventually 
became a passion. One day, 
on my way back home from 
work, I saw a hoarding of 
RedCooker.com and decided 
to check it out. I thought it 

was an interesting concept 
and decided to take my 
dishes to more people,” says 
Ganjoo, who has been on 
this platform for the last two 
months.

He tempts foodies with 
his authentic Kashmiri deli-
cacies, including roganjosh, 
Kashmiri dum aloo and 
rajma chawal.

Ganjoo says he feels 
immensely satisfied when 
people appreciate a good 
dish. “It makes me happy to 
know that there are takers 
for my art,” he adds. The 

rates for his dishes depend 
on the ingredients he uses, 
and he usually limits his 
orders to seven.  

While Ganjoo takes pride 
in his art, what drives Nehal 
Dhruve is the satisfaction 
of people talking about her 
food.

COOKING GOOD
Dhruve, 35, an event man-
ager and aspiring entrepre-
neur, comes up with inter-
esting dishes every

From software to kitchenware: 
Techies’ weekend takeaways

Urdu authors asked by HRD 
min to give undertaking they 
will not write against govt

Prime minister Narendra Modi with music composer Bappi Lahiri in New Delhi on Saturday

Sir, please 
bring down the 
price of gold.
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They follow their passion and have even add a business dimension to it
| Apurva.Venkat
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @apurvavMirror
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I am Kashmiri, so 
I’m an expert in the 
Valley’s cuisine. It 
makes me happy to 
know that there are 
takers for my art

–Rakesh Ganjoo

Nehal Dhruve comes up with interesting dishes every week

I f ‘tough’ question papers 
they have been getting in 
the examination this year 

was not enough trouble, 
another problem has started 
hounding pre-university stu-
dents of the city. A few hours 
before an exam, its question 
paper started to do the 
rounds on WhatsApp, accord-
ing to the complaining 
parents.

The grouse is that both for 
those who have prepared well 
as well as for those who 
depend on unfair means to 
clear an exam, leaked 
question papers only spell 
doom, point out the 
aggrieved parents. 

“I received the Physics 
question paper two hours 
before the exam on 
WhatsApp, and it was an 
exact copy of the one that 
was served in the examina-
tion hall. Even more frustrat-
ing is that earlier, such things 
were being done at photo-
copy centres and it would 
take time to circulate them. 
Now, with the help of 
advanced technology, such 
acts are getting done in dou-
ble quick time. This is unfair 
on hardworking students. 

‘Leaked’ PU exam 
papers have both
students, parents 
in city in a tizzy
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 NEW DELHI In a bizarre 
development, Urdu writ-
ers have been reportedly 
told by the National 
Council for Promotion of 
Urdu Language (NCPUL) 
to file declarations that 
they will not write any-
thing against the govern-
ment or the country.

For the purpose, a form, 
reportedly created by 
NCPUL, reportedly has a 
clause specifically men-
tioned in this regard. 
Writers whose literary 
works are acquired on a 
yearly basis by NCPUL 
have been directed to fill 
and submit this form, 
according to a report by 
the Indian Express on 
Saturday. The council falls 
under the ministry of 
human resource develop-
ment, headed by Smriti 
Irani. Incidentally, the 
form, which has been 
received by Urdu writers 
over the last few months, 
also requires signatures by 
witnesses to this effect. 

The form’s English 
translation reads: “I son/
daughter of ______ con-
firm that my book/maga-
zine titled which has been 
approved for bulk pur-
chase by NCPUL’s mone-
tary assistance scheme 
does not contain anything 
against the policies of the 

government of India or 
the interest of the nation, 
does not cause disharmo-
ny of any sort between 
different classes of the 
country, and is not mone-
tarily supported by any 
government or non-gov-
ernment institution.”

The council also warns 
that if the writer fails to 
follow the undertaking, 
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If any Urdu writer 
seeks aid from 
government, the 
content cannot be 
against (the 
government)

–Irteza Karim
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Former Delhi University lecturer 
SAR Geelani was on Saturday 
granted bail by a Delhi court in a 
sedition case related to an event 
conducted at the Press Club in 
New Delhi last month. Additional 
Sessions Judge Deepak Garg 
granted the relief to Geelani on a 
personal bond of `50,000 and one 
surety of the like amount.
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The residents of Banashankari 
were startled out of their sleep on 
Saturday morning with a series of 
LPG cylinder explosions that 
rocked the Vidyapeeta Circle 
neighbourhood. The residents 
called up the police to enquire 
about the explosion that could be 
heard in a 2-km radius. It was 
found later that the explosions 
were caused due to gas leakage. 
The commotion lasted almost 30 
minutes with more than 12 cylin-
ders exploding one after another. 
The accident took place at an LPG 
cylinder godown at Vivekanandan-
agar. Three fire tenders were 
rushed to the spot and managed 
to douse the flames. While a 
house opposite the godown, a car 
and a bike were gutted, there were 
no casualties. 

A US jury on Friday ordered the 
news and entertainment website 
Gawker to pay wrestling superstar 
Hulk Hogan $115 million for 
posting online a secretly recorded 
video of him having sex. The six-
member jury reached the decision 
in favor of Hogan after 
deliberating for six hours following 
a two-week civil trial in Florida. 
Hogan burst into tears when the 
verdict was announced. 
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! SAR Geelani gets 
bail in sedition case

! Panic over serial 
LPG cylinder blasts

! Jury awards $115 
mn to Hulk Hogan
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Today. you’re not really gone after 
you die. What’s on the Internet is 
on it forever. One way to control it 
is by controlling what you leave 
behind. You could opt for your 
existing Facebook page to be 
deleted or ‘memorialised’ after 
you die. You could even opt for a 
QR code to be embedded upon a 
gravestone. A look at the 
phenomenon of virtual memorials. 
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! The rise of digital 
graveyards 

The ‘Love Mumbai’ typo graphic in-
stallation at Bandra Reclamation 
is the latest in a series of selfie 
points created by politicians trying 
to cash in on citizens’ love for the 
fad that many now consider a cus-
tom. Setting up such designated 
zones has become as important 
for MLAs and corporators as open-
ing new public amenities ahead of 
next year’s municipal polls. Yuva 
Sena chief Aaditya Thackeray got 
the typographic installation 
moved from Kala Ghoda Arts Festi-
val to Bandra. “Finally! #Mumbai 
placed again in Mumbai for all to 
click pictures with, love it, share!” 
he tweeted on March 15. Not that 
Mumbaikars needed a prod; many 
were already there. In the past 
week, hundreds have stopped in 
front of the art to snap photos. 

! Photo spots netas’ 
new publicity tool
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New book suggests 
practical ways to lose the 
inches without dieting

My life’s been under 
a domino effect, says 
Karan Singh Grover 

WT20: D/L method 
turns villain as Indian 
women lose to Pak

ethod 
s Indian
o Pak

Could you please get a 
plate of crocodile 65?
The reptile was brought dead on a 300-km bus journey from AP to sell to 
city eateries; BBMP is now wondering if it is indeed a delicacy served here

| Praveen Kumar
praveen.kumar13@

  timesgroup.com

TWEETS @praveenkMirror

A
25-year-old man 
from Andhra 
Pradesh travelled 300 
kms by a bus to Ben-
galuru recently to 

start what he thought would 
be a good entrepreunial ven-
ture; he expected his cargo to 
fetch him a cool `10,000. 
Anand had as his accompa-
nying luggage a dead croco-
dile.

He had wrapped the 1.5-
metre hatchling in plastic 
and covered it with 
eucalyptus leaves to prevent 
foul smell that had begun 
emanating from the 
decomposing animal from 
giving him away along the

JAPANESE QUAIL

Projected as an aphrodisiac, 
the Japanese quail is a popular 
dish that is now widely 
available in the city. For years, 
confusion over the wild Indian 
quail and the domesticated 
Japanese quail led the forest 
department to file cases 
against people in possession 
of them. Even eggs of the quail 
are available in most superm-
arkets in Bengaluru. From 
dhabas and specialist restau-
rants, the quail has moved to 
home kitchens. 

MONITOR LIZARD
Meat of the monitor lizard is 
available in some dhabas, 
particularly those along the 
highways. The Jayanagar 
police recently arrested three 
men near the shopping 
complex there for trying to sell 
two live Indian monitor lizards. 
Based on information of the 
trio, the police rescued a few 
monitor lizards near Hosur. The 
meat of the monitor lizard too 
is sold as an aphrodisiac. It is 
also said its oil cures arthritis.

COBRA VENOM
The venom and blood of a 
cobra are sold for their 
‘aphrodisiac’ property. Some 
restaurants have been 
reportedly caught selling them. 
A pub in the CBD area was 
recently in trouble for selling 
whiskey drawn from a bottle in 
which a dead snake was found 
floating. The drink was called 
‘Cobra shot’. Two men were 
recently held for selling cobra 
venom near Nagwara junction.

‘Exotic’ delicacies of Bengaluru

The 1.5-metre hatchling was 
wrapped in plastic and covered 
with eucalyptus leaves to 
suppress its foul smell
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| Sridhar.Vivan
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TWEETS @sridharvMirror



‘JOIN’ Master Chocolatier Chenddyna Schae 
and her team, for a fun filled, Creative  
workshop this Easter. This is a hands–on class 
and each participant will be making their own 

creations. This is not just a demo class. You 
will learn how to make decorated & filled 
hollow chocolate Easter eggs-with Chocolate 
& Ganache filling, join the eggs to make a 
whole Easter egg, Make perfect ganache, 
make chocolate Easter lollipops. 
WHERE: Jus’Trufs Customised Chocolatiers, 
Jakkur Main road  WHEN: March 20, 11am to 
1pm CALL: 98440 16984

TO make the world cup 
season memorable, 
District 6, “Pub Brewery 
Kitchen” has made the 
Chef’s special menu 
offers leisure dining, 
relaxed ambiance and 
select displays of 
culinary choices along 
with authentic German 
craft beers. Being a 
microbrewery that 
offers top quality 
German craft brew, they 
have incorporated one 
of the main ingredients 
required for their brews 
in a unique and 
unheard-of combination 
by transforming the 
regular pizza base into a 

Malt base accompanied 
with different topping 
combinations that gel 
well with the Malt base. 
The Malt based pizzas 
comprise of a Gourmet 
Pepperoni & Chicken 
Sausage Pizza and 
Pulled Ghost Chicken 
Stromboli for those who 
love their meats. 
Alternatively, for the 
veggie lovers they have 
a Double Pepper Pizza 
and a Pesto Rosso 
Pizza!
WHERE: District 6 Pub 
Brewery Kitchen, 
Malleshwaram 
WHEN: March 20
CALL: 72599 06666

ANUSCHKA Sawhney Savitri, a middle-aged woman, 
is dissatisfied with her circumstances as she has an 
unemployed son, a promiscuous teen daughter and a 
husband, who has failed to provide her emotional 
and financial security. She tries to find fulfillment in 
relationships outside her marriage, only to realize 
that men are the same beneath different faces. What 

makes Mohan Rakesh’s portrait of Savitri (one of 
Hindi theatre’s first feminist icons) so gripping, is that 
one is never sure whether he admires her rage to get 
a grip on her life, or whether he suggests that she is a 
woman caught in her destiny and circumstances in 
the manner of a tragic Greek heroine. Attend the 
screening of the play Adhe Adhure, with well-known 
artists are Lillete Dubey, Mohan Agashe, Ira Dubey, 
Rajeev Siddhartha. 
WHERE: Jus’Trufs Customised Chocolatiers, 
Jakkur Main road  WHEN: March 20, 7.30pm
TICKETS: eventshigh.com

CITY @ShaneRWatson33 After a very disappointing loss yester-
day, now boarding a flight to my new home in April and 
May, beautiful Bengaluru! @RCBTweets #needtowin

@madmanweb
Pakistan Ammi ki jai!
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1Adhe Adhure
PLAY

music I art I theatre I food I health  
games I comedy Ifitness I nightlife  
yoga I books I film screening

A basic embroidery summer camp by Pallavi Ashish, for children 7+years and above in association with Madura Coats. Craft your way to 
meditative embroidery by doing a 12cm*14cm project with Anchor Fun and learn kit.  At 2pm to 3pm on 21st March - 25th March , 
Tickets: eventshigh.comUNWIND

BOOK LAUNCH

‘FLOATING’ Folks’, an entity 
conceptualised to create a 
collaborative space for artists and 
art lovers to meet, interact, work, 
perform and inspire together will be 
holding an exhibition cum sale of 
art at Paradox, the resto café. On 
display are paintings, illustrations, 
installations, graffiti and 

photographs by 7 artists who use 
different media such as cement 
slabs, origami papers and threads 
in addition to canvas.
WHERE: Paradox Rest-O-Cafe, 
100g, Hennur Road, Kalyan Nagar 
WHEN: March 20, 11am to 10pm
CALL: 09048944501

3 Collaborative spaceART

2 New in townFOOD

5 Easter Eggs
WORKSHOP

THE increasing temperature of the 
city, and the sporting season, go 
and hang in at the Social with your 
buddies and bucket loads of beer 

at a very convincing price. Walk in 
to Church Street Social and 
Whitefield Social and grab entire 
buckets of chilled beer all 
afternoon and all evening at a 
price that’s so good, you won’t 
need much convincing.
WHERE: Church Street Social 
and Whitefield Social WHEN: 3pm
– 11pm,  March 16 to April 3 
CALL: 040515253

4 Chill with 
Social 

FOOD

A group of friends as 
they grow up in a small 
town in 1980s 
Karnataka, with all of 
its tags - the 
fascinations of the 
world of trains and 
cricket matches and 
colour TV, the everyday 
bickerings and 
bargains, school and its 
punishments, summer 
holidays with relatives 
in the village, stories of 
ghosts and festival 
celebrations. Attend 
the book launch of this 
Kannada novel 

‘Panchamukha’ by by 
psychiatrist Dr 
Shreedhar residing in 
Melbourne, and has 
already received rave 
reviews from popular 
Kannada writer ‘Jogi’ 
(Girish Rao Hatwar). 
20% of the sale 
proceeds are pledged 
to NGOs working for the 
homeless mentally ill.
WHERE: Sapna Book 
House, Royal 
Meenakshi Mall, 
Bannerghatta Road 
WHEN: March 20, 5pm
CALL: 9844530091

Panchamukha

The Manorama Baliga 
Bridge Tournament is tra-
ditionally held in March at 
the Bangalore Club and 

this year’s edition saw an excel-
lent turnout of 56 players vying 
for the top honours. Directors 
Nagaraj and Ashok did a com-
mendable job of handling the lo-
gistics and the usual blunders of 
fouled boards and erroneous ar-
row-switches that have caused 
far too many recent club tourna-
ments to be declared null and 
void were mercifully avoided. The 
event, followed by cocktails and 
dinner at the Gen Bhatia Suite, 
was generously sponsored by 
former Lawrentian, Vasant Bali-
ga, as a tribute to his mother’s 
bridge achievements and her 
lifelong passion for the game.

Let the record reflect that 
Vasant and partner placed a 
creditable sixth in the standings: 
“a modest return on his invest-
ment”, as the MC quipped, when 
Vasant received the prize from 
his elegant wife Monica; the first 
place went to Ashok Fernandes 
and his partner. At the prize dis-
tribution ceremony, the club 
president, GV Radhakrishnan, 
fondly recalled how Mrs Baliga 
went straight from the card 
room to the ICU where she 
passed away peacefully; an end-
ing most bridge players would 
envy. Those present applauded 
on hearing that vice-president 
Thomas Chandy had started 
conducting bridge classes.  
More power to your elbow, Doc.

Only one pair managed to 
find the slam on the dia-
grammed deal below and the 
methods employed to get there 
were decidedly bizarre:

   N
     ♠   AQ10876 
     ❤ 5  
   ♦  AJ6     
     ♣  J94

 W       E
 ♠ 43      ♠ 5 
 ❤ J103     ❤ Q94 
 ♦ 8542     ♦ K107
♣ 6532     ♣   AKQ1087 

     S
     ♠  KJ97   
     ❤  AK8765  
     ♦  Q93
     ♣   —

Dealer: N    Vul: N—S 

North  East South  West 
1S 2C 3C P
4S P 5C P
5NT P 6S P
P P

Serious players may have 
found the auction outlined 

above a tad unorthodox, to say 
the least, and if one were to 
borrow a cricketing analogy, it is 
best described as agricultural. A 
piquant situation arose at the 
table when East plaintively 
enquired what North 
understood from South’s bid of 
3C. “I haven’t the faintest idea,” 
confessed North disarmingly, 
“I’m as confused as you are…” 
South being a diehard 2/1 
adherent was possibly 
somewhat constricted by the 
“Strong Club” system he had 
agreed to play with partner and 
was further handicapped by not 
having the Jacoby 2NT tool 
available at his disposal. 
Terrified at being dropped by his 
partner, he chose what he 
thought was the lesser of two 
evils: a second cue-bid of his 
RHO’s suit (as opposed to a 
double jump of 3S) to suggest a 
great fit in spades with shortage 
in enemy’s suit, viz, clubs. The 
unmistakable message signaled 
by the cue bid is game force 
while suggesting that slam is a 
distinct possibility provided 
partner holds the right cards. 

If N-S were playing the 
Jacoby 2NT convention, which 
basically sets opener’s suit as 
the trump suits and asks for 
shortage/controls up the line, 
the auction would have gone as 
follows:

1S-2C-2NT-P-3D-P-3H-P-3S-
4C-4NT-5H-6S with all bids 
showing first round controls 
while the 5H response would be 
showing two key cards, the 
heart Ace and trump King, to 
North’s RKC enquiry. With the 
partnership holding four out of 
five key cards and the trump 
Queen, slam prospects are 
bright and it should be bid. An 
interesting point to discuss with 
your partner is whether Jacoby 
2NT still applies after an 
intervention by opponents.  

North sat at the table with a 
furrowed brow for what seemed 
to South like an eternity before 
bidding 5NT and South, wiping 
the sweat from his brow with 
relief at having dodged the 
bullet of playing in a 3 card fit at 
the five level, promptly bid the 
small slam in spades. Even your 
11-year-old nephew who has 
been taking bridge lessons for a 
week will have no difficulty 
playing the hand: after the 
expected lead of the club Ace 
which is ruffed in dummy, all 
that North needs to do is draw 
trumps, take the diamond hook, 
ruff a club in dummy and claim 
twelve tricks with his other club 
loser going on the heart King. 

Thought for the day: Any 
man is liable to err, only a fool 
persists in error. -- Cicero

THEBRIDGECOLUMN
S K IYENGAR & AJIT SALDANHA

MIND YOUR Ps & CUES 

300-kilometre travel. It worked 
as co-passengers, who num-
bered around 50 in the ‘crowd-
ed’ private bus nor its conduc-
tor or driver, smelt anything 
wrong with Anand’s big cargo.

Anand was arrested by 
Cubbon Park police a few days 
back. “The crocodile had 
decomposed, so the accused 
had covered it with eucalyptus 
leaves to douse the foul smell. 
He claims that due to the pre-
vailing scorching heat, a river 
near his hometown was drying 
up resulting in crocodiles get-
ting washed ashore. Fearing 
attack, the villagers have been 
killing and burying these croc-
odiles,” an officer investigating 
the case told Bangalore Mirror.

“The accused was told that 
there was a lot of demand for 
crocodile meat, especially in 
Chinese  restaurants  of 
Bengaluru. Lured by the big 
money he stood to make by 
selling it, he smuggled one 
into the city. He says he first 
tried to sell the crocodile in 

Majestic, failing which, he
moved into the city’s central 
business district, where he was
caught on Tuesday near the
Dubai Plaza on Rest House 
Road,” he said.

Since trading in crocodile or
its meat is illegal, Bruhat 
Bengaluru Maganagara Palike
(BBMP) health officials have
taken a serious note of the case,
and will check eateries in the
city to rule out crocodile meat 
being dished out here, accord-
ing to BBMP health committee
chairman Mujahid Pasha.

“There have been no com-
plaints of restaurants in the
city selling crocodile meat. If
there was a complaint, the 
BBMP health committee 
would have raided the place 
and sent any such meat for lab 
test. Now, we will discuss the
issue at length with the mayor, 
and chalk out a plan to check
if such meat is being sold in 
city restaurants,” he said.

Unemployed Anand, who
dreamed of selling the croco-
dile for at least Rs 10,000, has 
been remanded in judicial cus-
tody.

he or she will be subject to 
legal action. The form also tells 
them that if they flout the 
undertaking, whatever mone-
tary assistance they are in 
receipt of will be cancelled. 

“If any Urdu writer seeks aid 
from the government, the con-
tent cannot be against (the 
government). NCPUL is a stat-
utory body and we are employ-
ees of the state. We are natu-
rally duty-bound to protect 

government interest,” the 
daily quoted NCPUL director
Irteza Karim as saying.

“The move to include this 
undertaking was taken about a 
year ago,” Karim is believed to
have said. Karim is reported to
have justified the move saying
that in the past, the council 
had received several books
written under pen names, 
leading to legal troubles and 
the undertaking will take care
of this too as it puts the onus 
of following literary discipline
on the authors themselves.  

Software to kitchenware: 
Making weekends count

‘Leaked’ PU question papers have city students and parents in a tizzy
Also, how would it help 
someone who gets to lay 
hands on it an hour or so 
before the exam?” the parent 
of a II PU student told 
Bangalore Mirror.

A student confirmed the 
leak, not just of the Physics 
question paper but of other 
subjects too. “Many of us have 
got question papers this year 
before the exam. Some of 
them were handwritten while 
others were printed,” the stu-
dent said.

Saying it has a fool-proof 
security system in place, the 

PU department denied that 
any subject’s question paper 
got leaked this year, and 
blamed coaching centres for 
the murky affair. It did con-
cede that parents have been 
complaining of leaked ques-
tion papers, but says this hap-
pens every year.

“A leaked question paper 
definitely affects the morale 
of students. It is wrong for a 
student who has studied hard 
for the exams to lose marks to 
a student who easily gained 
marks by such unfair meth-
ods. On the other hand, even 
those who may get a question 
paper before the exam, sup-
posedly the right one, get 

tempted and may get into a 
state of confusion whether 
the question paper they 
received is the right one or 
not. Hence, they are unable 
to concentrate on the last-
minute preparation. It is best 
to avoid these rumours,” an 
official told.

A few years ago, a number 
of question papers got leaked 
and the PU exams had to be 
postponed.

Meanwhile, minister for 
primary and secondary educa-
tion Kimmane Ratnakar said a 
committee will be formed to 
check the recent report on the 
tough PU Maths question 
paper.

‘WE HAVE GONE INTO 
AD CAMPAIGN’
The PU department is going on
an advertisement blitzkrieg to 
take on the issue of the leak of 
question papers. The depart-
ment has been issuing adver-
tisements across all media to 
denounce what it terms mere 
rumours.

On the issue, PU director 
Pallavi Akurathi said, “We 
have been thoroughly check-
ing it and I can tell you that no 
question paper has leaked.
This is the reason why we are 
reaching out to students and 
parents through advertise-
ments asking them not to pay
heed to such rumours.”

Friday to put up on the app 
— healthy red beans burgers 
or spicy Mexican dishes. “It is 
very convenient for me. On 
Friday, I put up the dishes 
that I am in the mood to cook 
over the weekend for lunch 
and dinner,” says the mother 
of two.

Once the orders are in, she 
plans out the day and gets to 
work. She usually takes 
between 10 and 30 orders for 
the weekend. Sometimes, she 
even gets orders for small par-
ties. 

“The satisfaction that 
comes when you see people 
talking about your cooking 
and wanting more drives you 
to do better,” says Dhruve, 
whose dishes are priced any-
where from Rs 50 to Rs 200.

Dhruve and Ganjoo are 
only two names on a growing 
list of part-time chefs on 
RedCooker.com. “We initially 
started out with the idea of 
‘home chef’. We thought 
homemakers could use this 
platform to take their cooking 
to more people. And it would 
also be useful for those who 
crave home-cooked food,” 
says Vinodh Rajaraman, co-
founder of RedCooker.com.

WHEN PASSION DRIVES
The startup soon started 
being approached by cooking 
enthusiasts with separate day 
jobs, who wanted to contrib-
ute during the weekends. “We 
were surprised by the passion 
people had and decided to go 
ahead  w i th  i t , ”  s ay s 
Rajaraman. The startup now 

has a lot of such working pro-
fessionals. “They decide the 
dish and the cost, we do the 
delivery. Some of them are 
very popular with our cus-
tomers,” he adds.

Another cooking enthusi-
ast who uses the platform is 
Prachi Agarwal. The 25-year-
old business analyst with Mu 
Sigma loves to bake. “I use the 
platform to sell my cakes and 
cupcakes. It is refreshing for 
me to engage in an activity 
that I love so much,” she says. 
“I get four to five orders every 
week and it leaves me with 
enough time for other work 
too,” she adds.

Agarwal, whose cupcakes 
cost between Rs 30 and Rs 40, 
says she keeps the pricing rea-
sonable. “Since it is not some-

thing I do as a full-time job, I 
don’t give pricing too much 
thought. I like to focus on 
variety.” 

GOING IT ALONE
Some passionate cooks, how-
ever, don’t mind skipping the 
platform to handle on their 
own the end-to-end of the 
process. Vaishali Kalal, 34, is 
an IT engineer with HP by 
profession, and a baker by 
passion.

She started out baking for 
friends and family and then 
the positive feedback pro-
pelled her to take it up seri-
ously. “I started getting a lot 
of requests from people, and 
thought when I have the 
time, why not take it up. I 
now bake five to six cakes 

every weekend. I sometimes 
have orders during weekdays 
too.”

Kalal prefers to handle all 
her deliveries herself or with 
the help of her husband. 

“My cakes are customised 
and, hence, delicate. I cannot 
trust delivery boys to keep 
them intact,” she says. 
Sometimes it even requires her 
to assemble the small parts at 
the venue.

She usually takes her orders 
through friends and family or 
through her Facebook page, 
Vanilaspice Cake Art.

Going it alone, of course, 
requires that added effort. For 
those out there who’re still 
testing the waters, a startup 
like RedCooker.com could be 
the ideal platform.

Make it one plate of 
crocodile schezwan
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Vaishali Kalal prefers delivering herself the cupcakes she bakes

‘We will not write against govt’


